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"The Mahrattahs  have accepted  a detach-
ment from  Bombay; and  during the siege  of
Seringapatam there is no reason  to apprehend
that the Peishwa will not make every effort to
assist you with a large body of cavalry.    You are
invested   with   powers   fully   adequate   to   the
management of these extraordinary and numerous
advantages, and you are surrounded by a staff
appointed in the most liberal manner,, and uniting
* every species of knowledge and ability which can
tend to give additional force to the efforts of your
own experience and zeal.    The object of your
operations is single,, distinct, and definite, and the
means of attaining it liave been the continual
study of yourself, and of those acting under your
orders.    The enemy's country, the nature of his
resources, the strength of his defences, and the
character of his force, are subjects perfectly fa-
miliar to the whole of your staff, and to most of
your principal officers.    He cannot make a move-
ment which they will not anticipate, nor is any
contingency likely to arise against which they will
not have provided.    On the other hand, Tippoo
JSultaun's army is known to have suffered essen-
tially both in numbers and discipline since the
last war.    His finances are in great disorder; he
no longer possesses the confidence of his army,
his councils are distracted by a variety of con-
tending factions, and his spirits are dejected and
broken by the disappointment of his hopes of